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Flace amnd wrear of birth Long Beach. CA. 19534 Year located in Le=s Angel== 1990 Area of Lo= Angele== in
which won cu-—rently reaside Altadeina That place= in thse city do yon g Fo for inspiratrion? Angeles

Hazional Forest That, if anything, about liwving in Lezs &ngele= influences wour work? Conwersations

wizh other a-tist=

Jdtacked and strewn, handreds=s of gigantic shard=s of glas= refract the crossheam lighting of a2 mas=iwve
=pace_. In anether hang:rl ik gal_z2r7r, gargantuan =tr:p= of bark form a teomering gothic webh. Trom the
wWindows and c=21ling of an inda=sc-ial =spacse. Thick, winding scrsams oFf melTen meacal puddle on The
flaoxr. El=ewhere, fed Zxom a forty-foot~high shylight, ceoils of mas=siwve tubimg wiclate a pristine
white =pace. Another sanitised gallery is dominated by =ix hoyge monochrone white paintings and three
immen=e mhite cube=, the large=t of which i thirty fzat high. And then there are the anormons
towper= of ice. two huge mound= o =alt and a=z=phalt. the Jupiter—=imse =teece]l thunderbolts. and a bird'=
nest =nag of withered Zorty-—foot tree branches=s.

Dawvid DiMichel= i= the creatoer of Thezxe prime sxanple=s of the urge in contemporary art to shock
anl awme_. Like the artist= whoe have madese huge puppises=s, homongons fuanhoonses mirrer=, and towsring =stesl
passageways, he giwves viewers little chance mot to pay attentien. Thi=x isx the hero:c wmork of ocur
time, ra2quiring <compl icated fabrication, hmgse tran=ps:rtatrion budget=, and team=s of wmorksars=s o
install .

The big dog=s and =tes]l corriders of today'= global art worlld becomse kovowm largely through
install atrion photograph=. FPuhl izhzsd in magazsine= and new=papers and a2xhibited in smassum=s and
gallaeris=s, Thexse phowors demMonSTIIC: Mega-=scals: ac werk and sugge=s=c the kind of parceprual =shi fo=
that =uch wozk=s in=pire. DiMichele’'= in=stallarion phetographs take standard doecumentary format to a
new lewel . They are la-ge LightJet prints, scanned from =shot=s taken with a 45 wien camera, w=saall=zr
in low—angle long =hot mith hoaman=s incladzd for =cale:, and wmith cars«ful attention £ lighting, d==p
fo-u=. and cempo=itior.

Unl ike mo=t installation photo=x, howewer, DiMichelse'= documentation= are themselwe=s artworchk=. A=
their title=s reweal , they are "pseudodocumentation,™ depicting masterfal 1y made model= for wmoeck=
whyx=e Ffunll-=cale perceptunal tricks and awse-inspiring =s=ubl imity can only be imagined. DiMiche]le ha=
described hir photograph=s as "not parocdy buat homage,” referenc:ng work=s by arti=t=x szuch a=x M:chael
Heiger, FRichard Jerra, and REocbert Imith=zon. The phote= are fantastical esnabler=s, alloming DilHichel =
to el ate hix mentors and make art from difficult—te—obtain metdia on a4 Dildlyw law:=h =cale. Tloching

through hiz modelszs, he can show photographic ewidence of hiz imaginative leaps.

After wears working as an abstract painter, DiMichele haz expanded his range and capabilities in this
project, now fully realized for the C.0.L.A. exhibition. Suddenly an artizt of epic scale and limitleszs
ambition, he can blithely ignore the postmodern roadblocks that hawve stymied zo many of his generation.
Figantic scale and extrawvagant materials inwvite an indulgence in loaded imagery and rich metaphor,
activating an emotional power that abstract painting now seems Loo cautious or cynical to pursue.
DiMichele®s room-si=e mounds of black sand emerging from a deep fog of billowing dry ice ewvoke the
gratdeur of traditional Chinesze landzscape painting. Biwvaling the best California Light and Space work,
hiz interlocking web of Lucite tubez containing and reflecting light conjures a new, scientifically
inspired sublime. An elewvation of natural phenomena and perceptual experience iz behind all DiMichele® =z
imagined installations. Pushing the envelope of what seems possible, he is creating inspiring art
fantaszies for his personal, homemade MASS MoCh, Dia:Beacon, L.A. MOCA, and MoMi. Endearing and slightly
comic, these lyrical flights of fancy document big-time art dreams. Michael Duncan



